INTERVIEW TO  "DAILY EXPRESS"                           111
I do not mind at all, but there will arise general difficulties.
What I say is that there should be absolutely Muslim control with-
out the slightest control of the Great Powers, directly or indirectly,
over all the Peninsula and there should be no interference what-
soever with Turkey. If the Arabs do not want anything to do with
Turks, let them fight it out amongst themselves.
Would you be content if the British were to reiain control at Basra but
not over the remainder of Mesopotamia?
It cannot be done. No, let trade proceed without political
interference, or control
Failing such a settlement, do you agree with Mr. Mahomed Ali that the
Congress at Ahmedabad should declare for an Independent Republic?
No, for this reason, that a mere declaration of independence
would not satisfy me. It would not satisfy me to declare an In-
dependent Republic. To do that we must be able to fight with the
British Government not along the lines of violence, but non-vio-
lence. But we are not sufficiently organized. Lord Salisbury used
to say when he was irritated by some questions, "It does not
matter; somehow or other we have muddled through to success up
to now, so the hon'ble member need not worry." We have done
in the same way. I am not taking the sole credit for retaining
non-violent non-co-operation. God has come to our help and
assistance.
If India were to receive Dominion Home Rule, would not that be re-
garded as settling the issues raised by the Punjab automatically?
Yes, it would settle the issues automatically.
Then your suggestion of a settlement is that the Government of India
should be made wholly responsible to the legislature?
Indian Legislature.   Oh, yes; certainly.
Are you anxious to take over the whole control of the Army at once, or
would you make an exception of that subject?
I think we are entirely ready to take up the whole control of
the Army which means practically disbanding three-fourths of it,
I would keep just enough to police India.
If the Army were reduced to that extent, do you not apprehend any-
thing aggressive from the frontier territories ?
No.
My information, derived from military sources, is that there are over
half-a-million armed men on the frontier?